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A Total Lunar Eclipse Viewing Guide- Tuesday, March 3, 2026 

By Mitch Luman 

 

Skywatchers should brace for a chilly early-morning total lunar eclipse on Tuesday, March 3. 
This eclipse occurs in the pre-dawn hours, so only dedicated early risers will likely catch show. It 
has been a year since our last lunar eclipse. We will have to wait until 2029 to witness another 
total one.  

 

What Happens During a Total Lunar Eclipse? 

A lunar eclipse happens when the full Moon passes through Earth’s shadow. During totality, the 
Moon’s surface darkens noticeably—often taking on striking coppery-red or rusty-brown hue. 
This all happens over the course of a few hours. For our area, the eclipse reaches totality about 
an hour before the Moon sets and the Sun rises. 

Key Times for North Central Ohio (EST) 
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• Partial phase begins → 4:50 a.m. 

• Totality begins → 6:04 a.m.  

• Totality midpoint → 6:34 a.m. 

• Moon set and Sun Rise → around 7:00 a.m. 

• Totality ends with moon below the horizon → 7:03 a.m. 

How to Watch 

No special equipment is needed—just look to the west a few hours before sunrise.  

• Face the western horizon under clear skies.  

• Dress warmly—it will be a cold March morning!  

• Binoculars or a small telescope will enhance the view of the Moon’s subtle color 
changes, but the naked eye works perfectly well. 

This is one of nature’s most serene celestial events. When they occur during twilight—as this 
one does—they can be memorable. So, set your alarm and bundle up if you want to witness an 
eclipsed Moon against the fading stars the of morning of March 3rd. 

Clear skies to all who brave the early hour! 
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