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Radio Astronomy presentation by Ed Harfmann January 3, 2026 

Ed Harfmann of the Society of Amateur Radio Astronomers (SARA) joined the meeting via 
Zoom to make his presentation, Introduction to Radio Astronomy.  Ed is a frequent attendee at 
Hidden Hollow.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The slides for his presentation are on the WRO website at: 

PowerPoint File:  https://wro.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Intro-to-RA-2026-RAS.pptx   

PDF File:  https://wro.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Intro-to-RA-2026-RAS.pdf 

This is a link to a video of a similar presentation that Ed made last summer.  Note that the audio 
is poor.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EnZ5iUX39vQ 

https://wro.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Intro-to-RA-2026-RAS.pptx
https://wro.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Intro-to-RA-2026-RAS.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EnZ5iUX39vQ
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Jason A. Wallace 
December 15, 1973 — January 9, 2026 

Mount Gilead, Ohio 

Jason Wallace, age 52, of Mount Gilead, Ohio, passed away on Friday, January 9, 2026, sur-
rounded by his family—holding his hand and sharing their favorite memories. 

Jason was born in Shelby, Ohio, and built a life rooted in love, curiosity, and unwavering devo-
tion to his family. He was a devoted husband, a loving father and grandfather, and a cherished 
son. Above all else, Jason loved his family. In his free time, he could be found spending time 
with them or gazing at the night sky, searching for planets and galaxies. His passion for astron-
omy reflected his sense of wonder and adventurous spirit. 

Jason was kind, sweet, and always up for an adventure. You could always hear him proudly talk-
ing about his daughters and grandchildren—the love he had for them was unwavering. He was 
the rock that held his family together, a constant source of strength, support, and love. 

Jason is survived by his wife, Christy L. Wallace; his daughters, Christy A. Wallace, Brittany 
(Jared) Robinson, and Melissa (Cameron) Hoffman; his mother, Linda Wallace; his sister, Jewell 
Lynn Wallace; and his beloved grandchildren, Brayli Williams, Bryla Williams, Malia Robinson, 
Jayda Robinson, Camille Hoffman, and Rudy Hoffman. 

He was preceded in death by his father, David P. Wallace; his sister, Tamar Wallace; and his 
brothers, David “Boe” Wallace, Nathan Wallace, and Jeremy Wallace. 

Jason made it clear he never wanted a funeral. In honoring his wishes, a celebration of life will 
be held at the astronomy club at a later date. Details will be shared when available. 

Forever our guiding star, forever our dad and papa. 
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My Appreciation of the Book Starlight Nights -By Mitch Luman 

How many of you have heard of the book Starlight Nights: Adventures of a Stargazer, by 
Leslie C. Peltier? 

Hundreds of people, if not thousands, have been inspired by this 1965 book written by 
one of history’s most prolific amateur astronomers. Peltier grew up in Delphos, Ohio, 
which provided evidence also to me growing up in Ohio that astronomy—clouds and 
all—could be practiced in Ohio! 

I first became aware of this book while in high school. The book tells the inspiring story 
of amateur stargazer Leslie Peltier and his lifelong love affair with astronomy. It has 
always been my favorite autobiographical astronomy book. Around this same time, an 
adult friend of mine (we both were members of the local astronomical society) visited 
Peltier at his observatory in Delphos. He came back with several signed 8×10-inch signed 
photographs of Peltier at his observatory, and gave one to me! 

While an adult living in Indiana, I noticed a 
copy of Starlight Nights at my local library. I 
checked it out and reread it several times. 
Often disposing of older books at its annual 
book sale, I watched for the book to come up 
for sale for many years. It never did. The 
library director was an acquaintance of mine 
and I mentioned to her that if Starlight Nights 
ever came up for sale to let me know. 
Knowing my interest in astronomy, one year, 
prior to sending it to the book sale, she gifted 
it to me. 

Starlight Nights has been out of print for many years, but copies of the book can often be 
found on the websites of online used booksellers. If your local library belongs to the 
CLEVNET library consortium, a copy is available for loan from the Cleveland Public 
Library.  
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A Call for Programs - By Mitch Luman 
RAS members contributed some memorable programs in 2025. We need more in 
2026. Who could forget Phil Hoyle's informative program on the astronomical 
events of the year ahead, Alex McCarthy's expertly researched presentation on the 
history of the space race, Rich Krahling's astronomical league program, or Mark 
Vanderaar's update on gravitational wave astronomy? Roughly half of our monthly 
programs are presented by members. If you have a program you might be willing 
to share at one of our upcoming 2026 meetings, shoot me your idea. Contact me at 
starsoverohio@gmail.com. 
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